WCB 9023
Think Large MC, Jan. 9

New “Think Large” program draws students to large animal vet career

Calgary, Alta., Jan. ((XX)), 2003: “Think Large.” That’s the message behind a new
communications program designed to attract students to careers as large animal
veterinarians.

““Think Large’ is more than just a slogan,” says Dr. Bob Ruckman, outgoing President of
the Western Canadian Association of Bovine Practitioners (WCABP), which is launching
the program. “We want it to be a new way of thinking for students searching for a career.
We want to attract the best and the brightest to our industry and we’ve chosen a fun,
light-hearted way to illustrate the potential for real growth and satisfaction in large
animal veterinary practice.”

Designed to appeal to high school students and early college students, the “Think Large”
program features a number of resources. A brochure and video outline the type of work
and long-term potential in a career as a large animal veterinarian. A series of feature
articles with personal perspectives from veterinarians will soon be available on the
WCABP Web www.cattle.ca/wcabp . And veterinarians will also have a new PowerPoint
presentation to be used in meeting with students and their families.

The role of large animal veterinarians is an increasingly dynamic one in today’s fast-
changing world of food production, says Ruckman. Veterinarians have an innate love of
animals and working with them, but there’s much more to this opportunity.

Today’s large animal veterinarians focus on health management and disease prevention.
They work directly with producers and operation management teams to design innovative
herd health plans to improve productivity.

“Veterinarians are also on the frontlines of biosecurity and food safety,” says Ruckman.
“It gives them the opportunity to work directly with the mainstream of food production.
For example, if there’s a disease outbreak anywhere in Canada, veterinarians are key
players in managing it. And they are directly involved in food quality assurance
programs.”

There is solid long-term potential in this career. Canada has an excellent reputation
worldwide for its food products, and Canadian livestock producers have a major role in
feeding the world. That should mean good opportunities long-term for large animal
veterinarians.

Perhaps of most value to many young people, says Ruckman, will be the opportunity to
work in a rural environment with the personal enjoyment of a rural lifestyle. “Wide-open
spaces, fresh air and no traffic jams are something many large animal veterinarians have
in their day-to-day work, something many others in society are striving to achieve.”

More information on a career as a large animal veterinarian is available from a number of
sources, says Ruckman. “Our association welcomes questions from students at any time.”
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For more information, contact:

Western Canadian Association of Bovine Practitioners
Phone (866) COW-VETS (269-8387

Fax (403) 244-2340

Email wcabp@incentre.net

Web site www.cattle.ca/wcabp/




